Welcome address and Introductory Remarks  
Ambassador Jürg Streuli MPI Event New York, 13 October 2009 

Defining Success at the NPT Review Conference

Excellencies, distinguished delegates, dear colleagues
On behalf of the Permanent Mission of Switzerland to the United Nations, it is my pleasure to welcome you all.
Thank you for attending this event despite your tight schedules.  

(Glad to see the room packed – unfortunately space is limited)
As you know, this event is co-organised by the Middle Powers Initiative and the Government of Switzerland.

Let me start by congratulating MPI Chairman Ambassador Henrik Salander and his team for the joint preparation and organisation of the event and for chairing today’s discussion. 

We are honoured to have with us today HE Susan Burk, Special Representative of the President for Nuclear Nonproliferation. I had the pleasure to be again on a panel with Susan, who participated in a public discussion at Geneva Center for Security Policy (GCSP) a couple of months ago. I am sure those of you who were present at the discussion in Geneva agree that this was a very interesting and useful exchange.  

And I am also pleased to welcome HE Pablo Macedo, who is the Director General for United Nations in the Mexican Ministry of Foreign Affairs. We know you are busy with SALW BMS 4 preparation. Pablo, it is good to see an old friend and have you with us on the panel.
We hope that today’s meeting can give us an opportunity to reflect on opportunities and main challenges in conjunction with the upcoming NPT 2010 RevCon. 

We have named  this event “Defining Success at the NPT Review Conference”. Much has already been said with regard to success or failure of the upcoming RevCon.

This meeting allows us to deliberate informally and to exchange views on a variety of issues, but particularly on what is at stake next May and what elements would constitute a success. I therefore encourage you to actively participate in this discussion.
Clearly, there has been a number of encouraging developments in the past few months:

· the positive and forward-looking atmosphere that we have witnessed at the 3rd PrepCom is a very encouraging departing point for the RevCon is. I believe we can say that this constructive atmosphere was confirmed in the general debate and in the nuclear cluster discussion. The PrepCom has given a boost to hopes for a productive review conference.
· Another important factor is that there seems to be a shared understanding that failure is not an option but that the NPT regime really needs success.
· In addition, of course, there are a number of specific milestones in the lead up to next May, which could all be or become potential success factors for 2010: 
· The START-follow-on negotiations which are underway

· the change in US missile defence policy

· the historic UN Security Council Summit on nuclear disarmament and nonproliferation of last month,

· and the announced Nuclear Security Summit next year. 

· In addition, of course the adoption of another work programme at the CD and the beginning of FMCT negotiations could have a very positive impact on the NPT RevCon.

In my view, success in 2010 requires an unprecedented collective effort across all three pillars of the NPT. All Parties to the treaty need to deliver elements that contribute to this success: 

1)  We need to give new life to the NPT bargain, for which no alternative is in reach at this stage;
2) we need to develop practical measures for materialising nuclear disarmament obligations and a clear commitment by all NWS to take action. 
3)  We need a clear commitment by all States not to proliferate and not to acquire nuclear weapons.
4)  We need to agree on ways to promote safe and secure ways for the peaceful use of nuclear energy;
5) We need to closely look at the NPT’s institutional set-up. The NPT needs some kind of Implementation Support. We also need answers for dealing effectively with non-compliance or with withdrawal from the treaty.

The list is very long. We must be ambitious. But we also must be careful not to overload the conference. 

To conclude, the most important success factor will be political will and a spirit of compromise by all actors.
I would now like to hand over to Henrik Salander, who will chair today’s panel discussion. 
Henrik, the floor is yours.
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