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Dear Friends,

U

Senator Ed Markey, a Co-President of a program of the Global Security
Institute,

Parliamentarians for Nuclear Nonproliferation and Disarmament, with

hundreds of legislative leaders in over 80 nations, has correctly identified the need to
bring the office of the President of the United States under appropriate checks and
balances to guard against the unthinkable. S. 200 “Restricting First Use of Nuclear
Weapons Act of 2017” is a bill he has introduced in the US Senate that prohibits the first
use of a nuclear weapon without a declaration of war by the Congress. It is unacceptable
to allow one person without oversight to place the entire future of humanity in such
peril.

SENATOR ED MARKEY SPEAKING ON THE BILL TO CONSTRAIN FIRST USE OF A
NUCLEAR WEAPON
Former US Secretary of Defense, William J. Perry, a very wise statesman, said regarding

the need to prevent the first use of a nuclear weapon: “During my period as Secretary of
Defense, I never confronted a situation, or could even imagine a situation, in which I
would recommend that the President make a first strike with nuclear weaponsunderstanding that such an action, whatever the provocation, would likely bring about
the end of civilization. I believe that the legislation […]] recognizes that terrible reality.
Certainly a decision that momentous for all of civilization should have the kind of checks
and balances on Executive powers called for by our Constitution.”

DR. WILLIAM PERRY AND GSI PRESIDENT JONATHAN GRANOFF IN DIALOGUE
BEFORE THE INTERNATIONAL LAW SECTION OF THE AMERICAN BAR
ASSOCIATION, HIGHLY RECOMMENDED VIDEO
While we work diligently to eliminate nuclear weapons entirely, we believe that
reasonable constraints to ensure that precipitous actions by fallible human beings in high
offices do not end civilization are both necessary and good. That is why we work so hard
to preserve the commitments of the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty, advance
international work to obtain a treaty to eliminate nuclear weapons, and build networks
of influential leaders to create international security based on cooperation and shared
interests. Please be generous in helping our critically important work succeed. The
prospect of failure is simply to dire to consider.
Please click here to donate
Warmly,
Jonathan Granoff
President Global Security Institute

SUPPORT GSI
Help us build a nuclear weapons free world. Your contributions provide vital support to
Global Security Institute and our programs.

DONATE TODAY

Newsletter Sign Up Subscribe to receive important updates and news from
Global Security Institute.

THE INSPIRATION:
Jane Goodall, Mahatma Gandhi, religions of the world — all inspire our view of the world.
read

FOLLOW US:

GLOBAL SECURITY INSTITUTE PROGRAMS:
MIDDLE POWERS INITIATIVE
The Middle Powers Initiative builds bridges between nuclear-weapon states and
non-nuclear States in order to facilitate nuclear disarmament.
find out more

NONPARTISAN SECURITY GROUP
The Bipartisan Security Group is dedicated to providing reliable information and

analysis of global security issues to Members of Congress and their staff.
find out more

PARLIAMENTARIANS FOR NUCLEAR NON-PROLIFERATION AND
DISARMAMENT
Parliamentarians for Nuclear Non-proliferation and Disarmament (PNND)
is engaging legislators worldwide in critical steps towards nuclear disarmament.
find out more
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