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Global citizens have the means and power today to end the threat from nuclear

weapons, according to civil society representatives speaking at the United Nations

High-Level Plenary Meeting on Nuclear Disarmament today.

‘Technology has created a global village,’ said Dennis Kucinich (USA), a representative of the

Basel Peace Office, former US legislator and UN liaison for Parliamentarians for Nuclear

Nonproliferation and Disarmament, who was one of the two civil society speakers

selected by the President of the UN General Assembly. ‘When a greeting can be sent to the

other side of the world in a matter of seconds, this represents the constructive power of global

citizens, affirming our commonalities.’ (Read Dennis Kucinich full speech to the UN). 
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‘I hope and believe that nuclear weapons can be prohibited and destroyed before they destroy

us,’ said Marzhan Nurzhan (Kazakhstan), Convener of the Abolition 2000 Youth Working

Group and the other civil society representative. ‘However, to do so we need to inform,

educate and engage youth.  We are the trend setters of today, the decision makers of tomorrow,

and the guardians of the next generation.’ (Read UN speech Marzhan Nurzhan).

The day-long meeting, held to commemorate the UN International Day for the Total

Elimination of Nuclear Weapons, featured leaders of the world expressing their

perspectives on nuclear weapons and how to achieve a nuclear-weapon-free world.

Miroslav Lajčák, President of the UN General Assembly opened the event with a warning

about nuclear risks, especially in North East Asia, and concern about the widespread

adherence to nuclear deterrence.

‘Six nuclear tests in the 21st Century is, frankly, alarming. So too is the reckless rhetoric we are

witnessing. It can bring us all to the verge of a cliff, which we cannot afford to fall off…

Thousands of nuclear warheads continue to exist. They are being stored across three different

continents. In fact, more than half of the world’s population lives in countries which have

nuclear capabilities, or are member of nuclear alliances...’

Despite this, President Lajčák expressed hope and resolve. ‘Nuclear weapons are not,

simply, a fact of life. We should not accept them as such. We can live in a nuclear-free world, as

long as we all believe that it is possible. And as long as we are all willing to work to make it

possible.’

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres followed with a rousing speech calling on global

cooperation to achieve a nuclear-weapon-free world.

‘A world free of nuclear weapons is a global vision that requires a global response,’ said

Guterres. ‘Although the goal of such a world is universally held, he said, it has lately been

subject to numerous challenges, including a series of provocative nuclear and missile tests

conducted by the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea….There are multiple pathways to a

nuclear weapon-free world. States possessing nuclear weapons have a special responsibility to

lead by taking concrete steps, including those agreed at various review conferences of the

Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons.

Key themes highlighted by governments included the need to resolve nuclear-related

conflicts through diplomacy, and the opportunities for progress on nuclear disarmament

through the new nuclear ban treaty and the 2018 UN High-Level Conference.
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These themes were reinforced by the civil society speakers.

‘This is the place and now is the time to take confidence-building measures, and new diplomatic

steps towards averting a nuclear catastrophe,’ said Dennis Kucinich. ‘It is the time to enact the

new ban treaty, to refrain from precipitating nuclear showdowns, to begin anew the quest to

eliminate nuclear weapons through reciprocal trust-building.’

Marzhan Nurzhan (Kazakhstan) speaking at the UN plenary on nuclear disarmament

‘The 2018 UN High-Level Conference on Nuclear Disarmament provides an opportunity for

governments and civil society, including youth, to cooperate on and adopt concrete measures

for nuclear risk-reduction and disarmament,’ said Marzhan Nurzhan. ‘We need to reach

high at the UN High-Level Conference, for significant achievements, such as entry-into-force of

the nuclear ban treaty, adoption by nuclear States of no-first use policies, promotion of nuclear-

weapon-free zones in North East Asia and the Middle East, deep reductions in nuclear

stockpiles, and agreement on a framework to achieve a nuclear-weapon-free world.’

Marzhan focused on actions taken by youth to promote nuclear abolition, and support

the 2018 High-Level Conference.

‘Youth around the world are today participating in an initiative entitled Reach HIGH for a

nuclear-weapon-free world. We call on all governments to also reach high – and announce

now that you will attend the 2018 UN High-Level Conference at the highest level, and with the

objective to achieve concrete measures.’

Watch the video of the speeches at the UN Plenary:

Session 1

Session 2 includes the civil society speeches at the end

Marzhan and other youth ‘Reaching HIGH for a nuclear-weapon-free world’ to promote September 26

International Day for the Total Elimination of Nuclear Weapons.
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Parliamentarians for Nuclear Non-proliferation and Disarmament (PNND)

is engaging legislators worldwide in critical steps towards nuclear disarmament.

find out more
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